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Abstract 

District of Nunukan and Malinau, North Kalimantan Province is two region located at direct 

boundary, side aside with Malaysia, precisely State of Sabah and State of Serawak. One thing to 

remind, the condition of social, culture, economy and local wisdom exist in the mid of people in 

cross border area, basically projecting a hidden potency that shall be used to lift up the prosperity 

and inhabitant’s advances. Therefore, it is government role to make sure the realization. Some 

kind of the potency, such as folk dance, traditional clothing, carving, traditional building, 

household industry and heritage sites have to be concerning from related stakeholders. Factually, 

society in the cross border area of Nunukan and Malinau possess those traditional potencies, yet 

there were not contribute significantly for the economic sector. Recalling the phenomenon, it is 

the time for government, whether regional or national level together along with the people itself 

to carry out a concrete constructive commitment throughout social culture basis in order to 

eradicate slumped economic and dependency from neighborhood country. 

Keyword : border area, inhabitants and prosperity. 

 

 

Introduction 
For every State, there is a duty imposed with government task, started from national until 

regional level to protect everything within its territory as well as utilizing it to bringing up 

people’s welfare. Indonesia constitution (UUD NRI Tahun 1945) stipulates in fourth paragraph 

of the Preamble, if two (out of four) national intention are to protect all the people and territory 

of Indonesia and to improve public welfare. 

Stand at UUD NRI Tahun 1945 attention, foremost it is never ending for Indonesia role 

to realize the mandate above as long as it is existed. Empirically, from the beginning of 

Indonesia independency, there were a lot of efforts either from the government, people of 

Indonesia or both to maintain the tasks. Various development at all sector addressing the 

manifestation of constitution. As for today, the benefits of such development have been 

perceived although it is undeniable if the impact still running in asymmetric, uneven situation.     

One of the efforts is potency optimization. Indonesia, well known for its blessed country 

and infinite endowment factor, either its natural resources, human resources or social culture 

resource. Particularly social culture potency, the heterogeneous conditions consist of various 

ethnicities and its diversity in social life sums up to significant impact if the optimization’s 

efforts conduct properly.  

The fact, social culture diversity sometimes did not place as top rank empowerment 

priorities. What was happened, pluralism acts as the trigger of social conflict. One of it is the 

reflection of cross border situation. Indonesia have land and sea border with ten country, there 

are sea border with Australia, Philippine, India, Malaysia, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Singapore, 

Timor Leste, Thailand, Vietnam and land border with Malaysia, Papua New Guinea and Timor 
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Leste. There are 111 outermost small islands as stipulated in President Decree 6/2017 of 

Establishment of Outermost Small Islands. Base on the data from Ministry of Home Affair, there 

are 187 sub-district located in 38 district/city who are at the forefront dealing with neighboring 

countries.  

It is not related to the issue of social conflict, but the factual condition of the border area 

that is identical with backwardness, isolation, and limitations is a real fact. Indeed, not all border 

areas in Indonesia are in a very limited condition, some border areas such as Sebatik Island, East 

Kalimantan or Entikong, West Kalimantan have now tidied up to become a viable border area as 

the front fence of the Indonesia. 

In every border area, it is actually contained potentials that if maximized can erode the 

limitations. In reality, not all potential border areas are optimized to improve people's welfare, 

including socio-cultural potential. This lack of space awareness affects the paradigm and 

development orientation implemented by the Government of the Republic of Indonesia which is 

not oriented towards the border areas. So far Indonesia is too busy to build based on "inward 

looking" perspective. Normatively, a new “outward looking” development pattern exists strictly 

in the annex of Law No. 17 of 2007 on the 2005-2025 National Long Term Development Plan, 

in which one part of the annex clearly states "... mandates to change the development orientation 

border areas, from the inward looking to the outward looking, so that it can be used as a gateway 

of economic activity and trade with neighboring countries. The development approach, in 

addition to using a security approach, also needs a welfare approach. Special attention is directed 

to the development of small islands on the border that have been missed out.
1
 

Currently, development in the border area is reaffirmed through the Plan of Border Area 

Development in the era of President Joko Widodo's administration with the “Nawa Cita” 

program, where “Nawa Cita” is the first to mention is "Presenting the country to protect the 

entire nation and provide security to all citizens" and The third “Nawa Cita” mentions "Building 

Indonesia from the periphery by strengthening the regions and villages within the framework of a 

unitary state". Thus, a development mindset that embraces an island-based outward looking 

system basically already exists. This mindset is then followed by the pattern of action, therefore 

the consistency of framework as outlined in the central and regional development planning 

which is then followed by the consistency of the pattern of action as the implementation of the 

mindset is absolutely necessary in every self-stakeholder and development executor. The 

President and his staff and the legislature at the national level must be consistent with local 

leaders and regional legislatures in terms of establishing the ideal border area as the "front fence" 

of Indonesia. 

The condition of the miss leading paradigm and development orientation that has been 

going on for many years has an impact on the current border area situation, after realizing that 

the border area has a strategic and significance situation for a country, the new Government of 

Indonesia and Local Government are rushing to do development by optimizing the potential 

existed in the border area.  

 

                                                           
1
  For more details see attachment to Law Number 17/2007 part of attachment, including Sub-Chapter II.1. 

(Current Condition) Point H (Territory and Spatial) number 4, p. 19, Sub-chapter II.2. (Challenges) Point F 

(Defense and Security) number 2, pp. 30, Sub-chapter IV.1.2. (Creating a Powerful Nation) Point D 

(Insufficient Infrastructure and Advancing) number 30, p. 55, Sub-chapter IV.1.5. (Creating a More Equitable 

and Fair Development) number 4, p. 66 and Sub-chapter IV.1.7. (Creating Indonesia as an Independent Island 

State, Forward, Strong and Based on National Interest) number 4, p. 75. 
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This situation is occurring in the border areas of the Republic of Indonesia in Nunukan 

and Malinau districts of North Kalimantan Province bordering on the State of Sabah and the 

State of Sarawak, Malaysia. Administratively, since 2013 Nunukan District is divided into 16 

sub-districts which previously only 15 districts, of which 13 sub-districts are areas that directly 

adjacent to neighboring Malaysia Sabah and Sarawak). The sub-districts in Nunukan District are 

as follows: Nunukan, Nunukan Selatan, Sei Manggaris, Sebatik, Sebatik Barat, Sebatik Timur, 

Sebatik Utara, Sebatik Tengah, Sebuku, Tulin Onsoi, Sembakung, Lumbis, Lumbis Ogong, 

Krayan, and Krayan Selatan. 

 

Picture 1 : Map of Administrative District Nunukan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As for the Malinau District directly adjacent to Malaysia precisely the State of Serawak 

in the west, Nunukan regency in the north, Tana Tidung and Bulungan in the east, and Kutai 

Barat regency in the south. 

Since its establishment in 1999 to 2011, Malinau District consists of twelve sub-districts, 

namely Kayan Hulu, Boh River, Kayan Selatan, Kayan Hilir, Pujungan, Bahau Ulu, Malinau 

City, Malinau Selatan, Malinau Barat, Malinau Utara, Mentarang, and Mentarang Ulu with a 

total of 109 villages. Then in 2012, there is a sub district expansion, namely in Malinau Selatan 

(into Malinau Selatan Subdistrict, Malinau Selatan Ulu, and Malinau Selatan Ilir) and Mentarang 

(becoming Mentarang and Tubu Sub-districts). So at this time the number of sub-districts in 

Malinau District amounted to 15 districts. 
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Picture 2 : Map of Administrative District Malinau 

 
 

The reality in sub-districts in Nunukan and Malinau districts that placed on the frontline, 

are generally synonymous with backwardness, isolation, and limitations. Whereas in fact the 

sub-districts are stored potentials are very abundant, including social and cultural potential, 

which if optimized might delivering prosperity and joy for the people of the border region. 

As for the social-cultural potential in this research is everything in the border region that 

can be developed related to the behavior of human life as a social creature along with the results 

of copyrights and his work. Examples are customs, customary law, dance, fine arts, sculpture, 

music art, performing arts, local industry, heritage sites and also meaningful tradition, so the 

custom (adat) an inhabitants is not always the same as the custom (adat) of other inhabitants that 

exist in the border area of North Kalimantan Province. In each district, sub-districts and villages 

have their own culture, even though they are located in the border area of Indonesia. It could be 

the community culture is similar to the culture of Malaysian society located around border area 

of Indonesia. 

 

Cultural Potency of Nunukan District 

The social life of the people of Nunukan district is heterogeneous, which is not only 

populated by one tribe, but the diverse community life that there are many tribes inhabiting the 

area. The tribes are Dayak, Bugis, Javanese, Minang, and Timorese. Based on data at the Office 

of Culture and Tourism in Nunukan district, we have data arts and cultural diversity of people in 
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Nunukan district. There are about 80 types of dances, 20 traditional songs, 5 traditional 

ceremonies, and 92 cultural centers spread across 16 sub-districts with direct border with 

Malaysia.
2
 The folk dances are: Seludon Yaki, Bentawol, Tari Saung, Tari Paduppa, Jepen 

Serumpun, Zapin Sengadow, Tari Bedewa, Tari Amonsui Baluk, Tari Tengumpot, Tari Gumbak 

Gesinggau, Tari Fulung Rayeh, Tari Rong Basung, Kelempun Dayak, Tari Kancat Ledo, Tari 

Bedangan Taka Ngai, et cetera. Traditional songs are: Budaya Taka, Lestarikan Budaya, Asal 

Usul Nunukan, Dandom Nyawoku, Ulun Pagun, Ina Yama, Ngati Telipos, Seludon Yaki Yamus, 

Belampik Sampot, Mupus Nyawoku, Ayam Belungis, Deujung Pagun Sedadap, Kuyad Bekaro, 

Biduk Bebandung, Saidah semandak Pagun, Imbaya Taka Mikang, Mondou, Pulu Tarion, 

Tumalun, Asimpung, Batu Punan, Yamu Ame Tonge, et cetera. Traditional ceremonies including 

Irau Pengehrani, Sumpah Bedolop, Bejiu Safar, Betimbang, Kadandiu, Tabag, Bedewa, dan 

Mindau De Padau. 

In addition to artwork in Nunukan District, there are also several traditional sites that are 

categorized as cultural heritages, among others Ancient Mansalong Tombs, Tanjung Hulu Site, 

Lobong Sujau Site, Tetan Lobong Site, Apas Site, Walaya Site, and Narit Stone Site (Batu 

Carved).
3
  

Dayak tribe Londaye / Lundayeh has carve motifs Arit Tabuk, motif Salur, Arit Artecak 

motifs, Crocodile motifs, Tempayan motifs, Lun Luknan motifs, Tabau Luruk motifs, Sinau 

Balang motifs, and Arit Binan Karit Palepet motifs.
4
 

Dayak Tagalan tribe has motif Linuang Mondo (Hole Lion), Kubab Buayo (Dada Baya) 

motif, Star motif, Sinangau motif (Related Brackish Horn), Nambuyunan motif, and pinungu 

motif (unity).
5
 

Dayak Tahol have Pinansiit motif, Sinompipin motive, Pinasiit Ruandu, Nangkava 

Nandiku, and Nasinggap. For Tidung and Bulungan Tribe, the motifs are Binayuk motif 

(drowning kingdom, Kelotit root motif, Marbau motif, Uduk-uduk motif, Gods motif of the 

Passion, and Pacat motif.
6
 

From the perspective of natural resources, it is important to know that Nunukan District 

has a feature product of rice and mountain salt originated in Krayan Sub-district which is very 

famous for its agricultural products, especially the rice production. Rice adan is very well known 

quality, not only by the people of North Kalimantan Province, but also to Brunei Darussalam as 

well. Rice cultivation techniques that still use the traditional ways and did not much using 

chemicals materials, actually make the rice adan has a distinctive texture and aroma so liked by 

many people. Based on statistical data, in 2015, the rice harvest reaches 12,623 tons with paddy 

rice harvest area about 2,596 hectares.
7
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
2
  Office of Culture and Tourism, Nunukan District , 2016. 

3
  Summarized from data of Preservation Heritage of Samarinda, 2014, "Report on Cultural Heritage Potential 

Study Activities in Nunukan District, North Kalimantan Province, p. 8, 9, 14-39, and 48. 
4
  Wahyu Muji Lestari, 2012, “Kerajinan Batik Tulis Motif Khas Daerah Kabupaten Nunukan”, Dinas 

Kebudayaan, Pariwisata, Pemuda, dan Olahraga Kabupaten Nunukan, p. 6 
5
  Ibid, p.8 

6
  Ibid, p.9-11 

7
  Badan Pusat Statistik Kabupaten Malinau, “Kabupaten Malinau Dalam Angka 2016", p. 162 and 164. 
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Here are some pictures of socio-cultural wealth of border areas in Nunukan District: 

 

Picture 3 : Handicraft Traded at Julam Sari, Nunukan
8
 

 
 

Picture 4 : Irau Rayeh 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
8
  Photos are documentation of ULS Border and Regional Development of Mulawarman University, taken on 

April 6, 2016 at 11.30 Wita. 
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Picture 5 : Kancet Lado Folk Dance 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture 6 : Adat Dolop Ritual
9
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
9
  Hukum Adat Suku Dayak Agabag, http://nantly.mywapblog.com/hukum-adat-dayak-agabag.xhtml. Access at 

14 Juli 2016 
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Picture 7 : Batik Motif Semesta Bumi
10

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Picture 8 : Rice fields at Sub-District of  Krayan
11

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture 9 : Package of Organic Rice
12

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
10

  Wahyu Muji Lestari, Op.cit., hlm. 14. 
11

  Photos are documentation of ULS Border and Regional Development of Mulawarman University, photo taken 

on September 4, 2014 at 13.46 Wita. 
12

  Photos are documentation of ULS Border and Regional Development of Mulawarman University, photo taken 

on April 10, 2016 at 13.20 Wita. 
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Picture 10 : Salt Home Industry
13

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture 11 : Sea Grass Cultivation
14

 

 

 

                                                           
13

  Photos are documentation of ULS Border and Regional Development of Mulawarman University, taken on 

April 5, 2016 at 16:29 Wita. 
14

  Photos are documentation of ULS Border and Regional Development of Mulawarman University, taken on 

April 6, 2016 at 10.30 Wita 



10 
 

Picture 12 : Batu Lamampu Beach  in Sebatik Sub-Disctrict
15
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It is an amazing social and cultural potential that  unfortunately not optimized  yet for the 

benefit of the welfare of border areas in Nunukan District. 

 

Cultural Potential in  Malinau District 

Basically the social situation of population in Malinau not much different from Nunukan, 

the condition has been heterogeneous, not only Dayak ethnicity, but Bugis, Javanese and other 

tribes are also settled in Malinau District. 

The majority of the population are depends on natural resources, agricultural and 

plantation products. Related with the socio-cultural potential, there is slightly different from the 

Nunukan, in Malinau District there are about 53 art studios, dozens of traditional dances and 

traditional music instruments. The dances include the Lundayeh Tribe Dance, War Dance, 

Kaborasi Dance, Tagol Tribe Dance, Punan Suku Dance, Tribal Dance, Kenyah Dance, Tidung 

Dance, Zapin Dance, and others.
16

 

Some traditional ceremonies are also held in the Malinau District, among them the 

Traditional Ceremonies of Apau Kayan, Indigenous Ceremonies of Kenyah, and Lundayeh 

Traditional Ceremonies. The ceremonies are still going on for generations and become an 

integral part of the life of the people. Uniquely, in addition to traditional ceremonies of the 

Dayak tribe, traditional ceremonies of the Javanese and Bugis tribes can also be held side by side 

well. 

The potential of local products in Malinau District, especially those produced by the 

people who live in the border area, is also diverse, handicrafts made from beads and rattan in the 

form of bags, bracelets, wallets, and necklaces become the flagship product of the people of 

Malinau district border area. 

 

                                                           
15

  Photos are the documentation of the research team, taken on April 7, 2016 at 08.50 Wita. 
16

  http://humas.malinau.go.id/file_lib/info/datakeseniandikabupatenmalinau.pdf, on August 17, 2017 at 11.42 

Wita. 
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Here are some pictures of socio-cultural wealth of border areas in Malinau District: 

Picture 13 : Adat Kenyah Ceremony
17

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture 14 : Adat Lundayeh Ceremony
18

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture 15. Local Rattan Home Industry
19

 

 

It is a tremendous social and cultural potential that is unfortunately not optimized for the 

welfare of the people of the border areas in Malinau District. 

 

                                                           
17

  http://humas.malinau.go.id/galeri/cat/21, on 17 August 2017 at 13.38 Wita. 
18

  http://humas.malinau.go.id/galeri/cat/28?id_show=231, on 17 August 2017 at 13.38 Wita. 
19

  Photos taken from the article " Kerajinan Tas Rotan Asal Malinau yang Semakin Populer ", accessed from 

http://kaltara.prokal.co/read/news/458-kerajinan-tas-rotan-asal-malinau-yang-semakin-populer, on August 17, 

2017 at 13:40 pm. 

http://humas.malinau.go.id/galeri/cat/21
http://humas.malinau.go.id/galeri/cat/28?id_show=231


12 
 

Socio-Culture Potential Correlation With Economic Growth 

As much as the social and cultural potentials that exist in the border areas of Nunukan 

and Malinau districts considered as the basic capital that if developed and optimized in an 

integrated, effective, and efficient way will have an impact on improving the economy and 

improving the welfare of its people. 

The data shows that the Malinau district's economy still relies on the non-oil and gas 

mining sector contributing to the establishment of the Gross Regional Domestic Product of 

Malinau Regency at 49.15%.
20

 

Similarly, the economic condition of Nunukan district still relies on the exploitation of 

natural resources, both renewable and non-renewable materials. This is an evident from the data 

that the mining mining sector contributes to the establishment of the Gross Regional Domestic 

Product of Malinau Regency at 55.07%.
21

 

Looking at the data, it is time for the economies of Nunukan and Malinau districts to turn 

to other sectors, the dependence on exhausted natural resources at one time is not the right choice 

at the moment, let alone the added environmental analysis that reviews the negative impacts of 

uncontrolled mining. 

The socio-cultural sector in Nunukan and Malinau districts that are rich in potentials are 

now glimpsed to be developed and optimized as the foundation of the economy, especially for 

the people at the border area. The optimization of socio-cultural potential besides impacting on 

the improvement of welfare also affects the identity and sovereignty of the Indonesia, the 

advanced border area and the true prosperity is a reflection of the national identity, so there will 

be no dependence on neighboring countries, especially in the economic sector. 

 

Framework for Optimizing the Potential of Socio-Culture to Increasing Prosperity 
The philosophical premise of optimizing the socio-cultural potential is based on the 

paradigm of utilitarianism which generally stands from the aspect of happiness and benefit. 

Utilitarianism is a philosophy which was popularized in England by a number of thinkers. 

Notably amongst them were Jeremy Bentham and J.S Mill. Utilitarianism means that everything 

should be viewed with a view of utility which a thing offers. In ethics it means that rightness or 

wrongness of an action depends only on the total goodness or badness of the consequence of an 

act on the welfare of all human beings or all sentient beings. Smart takes the view that 

utilitarianism may be either act-utilitarianism or rule- utilitarianism. The former means that the 

rightness or wrongness of an action is to be judged by the consequences, good or bad, of the 

action itself whereas the latter means that the rightness or wrongness of an action is to be judged 

by the goodness and badness of the consequences of a rule which says that everyone should 

perform the action in like circumstances.
22

 

As mentioned above, the thought of the doctrine is introduced by Jeremy Bentham (1748-

1832). Bentham believed in the philosophy of utilitarianism. He defined it as the principles of the 

greatest happiness of the greatest number of people. To him the springs of human actions were 

pleasure and pain. Man by nature follows pleasure and discards pains.
23

 

 

                                                           
20

   Badan Pusat Statistik Kabupaten Malinau,  "Kabupaten Malinau Dalam Angka 2016", p. 264 
21

  Badan Pusat Statistik Kabupaten Nunukan, “Kabupaten Nunukan Dalam Angka 2016”, p. 297-298 
22

  Hari Chand, 2005, Modern Jurisprudence, International Law Book Services, Selangor, p. 67-68. 
23

  Ibid.  p.67. 
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The essence of utilitarianism lies from the understanding of that all things must be done 

with the greatest purpose of happiness for as many people as possible, meaning the optimization 

of the socio-cultural potential is aimed at providing the greatest happiness for as many of the 

border community as possible. 

This thought is in line with the objectives of the Indonesia in the fourth paragraph of the 

Constitution of the Republic of Indonesia Year 1945, that 2 (two) among the objectives of the 

Government of the Republic of Indonesia is to protect the entire nation and promote the public 

welfare. The optimization of the socio-cultural potential is part of protecting and prospering the 

people of the border region. 

In the juridic perspective, this joy and prosperous effort is part of the main responsibility 

of the Government of the Republic of Indonesia and the Regional Government together with all 

Indonesian people. The separation of authority between the Central Government and Regional 

Government along with the participation of the community in various fields as regulated in Law 

Number 23 Year 2014 on Regional Government stipulate the juridical foundation in an effort to 

optimize the socio-cultural potential of the border areas. 

From the sociological perspective, the optimization of socio-cultural potential is an effort 

that is needed by the border community in Nunukan and Malinau districts to erode the 

backwardness, isolation, and limitations that occur today. Particularly in economy sector, the 

optimization of socio-cultural potential is intended to improve the welfare of the people of the 

border region significantly. 

 

Strategies for Optimizing Socio-Cultural Potentials to Increase Prosperity 

In the end, all the empirical facts, the problems encountered, and the rationale idea that 

has been formulated must be concretized in the action steps (strategy) undertaken by the 

stakeholders together with the community, so that the socio-cultural potential in the border areas 

in Nunukan and Malinau districts can be optimized to improve the welfare of the community. 

The following strategies for optimizing the social and cultural potentials existed in the border 

areas of Nunukan and Malinau districts to improve the welfare of the community: 

1. To identify and inventory the social and cultural potentials in the border areas of 

Nunukan and Malinau districts 

The first step to conduct in order to optimize the socio-cultural potential is to 

identify and inventory the socio-cultural potential. This is important in terms of knowing 

the types and forms of socio-cultural potential in the border areas in Nunukan and 

Malinau districts.  

The main responsibility for carrying out these identification and inventory 

activities lies with the Regional Government of Malinau District and Nunukan District 

Government. It is important to underline the identification and inventory activities must 

involve many parties to obtain the accuracy of data types and forms of socio-cultural 

potential that exist in the community border areas. Department of Industry, Trade and 

Cooperation of district government can not own identification and inventory, it is 

necessary to cooperate with at least the Tourism Office and involve elements of border 

area community or community leaders and adat leaders and it is also necessary to involve 

academic elements from universities in order to have scientific nuances socially and 

culturally relevant.  

The Government of North Kalimantan Province can supervise and facilitate for 

this activity in accordance with its authority. The end result of this activity is the overall 
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data of socio-cultural potential that existed in the border area communities in Nunukan 

and Malinau districts. 

2. Conducting studies of socio-cultural potentials contained in the border areas of Nunukan 

and Malinau districts 

After identifying and inventorying the socio-cultural potential, a study of the 

results of the identification and inventory is needed. The study in question here is a 

screening activity against the socio-cultural potentials found. 

This screening is aimed at achieving socio-cultural potential that can be 

developed for commercial purposes, since not all social and cultural potentials can be 

optimized for commercialization. There is a socio-cultural potential that is considered 

sacred and can not be consumed by the public. 

This method of screening is done by way of group discussion forums by still 

involving the parties who perform the identification and previous inventory. In addition 

to the potential socio-cultural potential to be developed towards commercialization, this 

potential study also produces road maps and methods of optimization. 

For example, in this study activity, there is a potential culture of carving of animal 

motif made by Dayak Lundayeh tribe in Malinau District, conducting verification in 

advance to the meaning adhere in the motif to then determined its status whether it can be 

consumed by public or not. If it can be consumed by public subsequently action need to 

determined roadmap and method of optimization in terms of mass production, availability 

of resources, availability of capital, production costs, promotion and marketing costs, 

transportation costs estimates of profit and loss, programs undertaken and other elements 

that need to be analyzed in the case of transformation From the previous ones for self-

consumption to be commercially and publicly consumed. 

3. In favor or affirmative of socio-cultural potential in the border areas of Nunukan and 

Malinau districts 

The partiality here is  questioning the acts of the Government of the District of 

Nunukan and Malinau District in optimizing the socio-cultural potential live in the border 

area. Concrete action of endorsment including: 

a. Strongly committed to develop  and advancing and optimizing the potential of 

border areas that are concretized in various regional development planning 

documents such as long-term regional and medium-term development plans 

and regional apparatus work plans. Programs are undertaken to optimize the 

potential of border areas should appear in such documents stick by ongoing 

basis, and the road maps must be established to ensure the success of those 

programs. 

b. Building facilities, infrastructure, and infrastructure of border areas, one of the 

problems that causes the border area to be left behind is due to the lack of 

facilities, infrastructure and infrastructure. It is impossible for the following 

border areas to be developed if these three are far from adequate. Of course, 

this is not only the responsibility of the Regional Government alone, the 

Provincial Government of North Kalimantan and the Government of the 

Republic of Indonesia must also take responsibility for the acceleration of the 

development of border areas. 
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This favor action is important because without it,  will cause the impact on the 

optimization programs undertaken, this favor should be initiated from the regional 

leadership to be followed by the ranks below. 

4. Providing legal protection to the socio-cultural potential in the border areas of Nunukan 

and Malinau districts 

Basically, the protection of the law is part of partisanship, however, the legal 

protection has its own specifications. Legal protection here is concretized in the form of: 

a. Preparation of domestic legal products that favor the recognition of potential 

border areas, especially based on local wisdom or customary law communities. 

The existence of the legal product in this area will strengthen the legal status of 

the people of the border areas and their potentials to have an impact on 

strengthening the bargaining position of these communities to optimize their 

potential. The provisions are set by Minister of Home Affairs Regulation No. 52 

of 2014 on Guidelines for the Recognition and Protection of Indigenous Peoples 

can be used as a reference in providing legal protection. 

b. Legal protection toward the socio-cultural potential of border areas including the 

context of intellectual property. The protection of the legal aspect of intellectual 

property is a very important thing to do, besides beneficial to prevent claims from 

the responsible parties. This protection also provides the economic value of the 

protected object. Concrete to the art of dance, sculpture, art of music, or local 

industrial production shall be supplied with legal protection from aspects of 

intellectual property such as copyright, patent, trademark, geographical indication, 

trade secret, crop variety, or industrial design. Based on data, only Rice Adan 

Krayan which in 2012 obtain legal protection in the context of geographical 

indication,
24

 whereas there is still a lot of social and cultural potential of the 

border areas of Nunukan and Malinau districts that have the potential to be given 

legal protection from the aspect of intellectual property rights. Therefore, the 

District Government of Nunukan and Malinau District must play an active role in 

registering the potential socio-cultural potentials to obtain legal protection in the 

form of intellectual property rights. Article 53 Paragraph (3) Sub-Paragraph b of 

Law No. 20 of 2016 concerning Marks and Geographical Indications clarifies the 

position of the district / city government to act as a registrant of geographical 

indication. 

5. Conducting cooperation between local government and private parties and ensuring 

program integrity. 

Optimization strategy, of course, can not be done by the local government of 

Nunukan Regency and Malinau Regency itself, it is necessary to cooperate with local 

government as well as with private parties. 

This cooperation undertake in various forms, such as cooperation with banking 

institutions or financing institutions for ease of capital for micro business actors who 

produce handicrafts. It can also engage cooperation with travel agents to promote certain 

tourism places based on local wisdom of border communities or cooperation with 
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companies engaged in online trading to put the local products of the border region 

community as a commodity that gets priority for sale . 

In addition to cooperation, the Regional Government must ensure the integration 

of the program in empowerment and optimization of the socio-cultural potential of the 

border area. This integration is important so that there will be no overlapping of sectoral 

programs and ego among the working units of the regional apparatus. It is common 

knowledge ego sectoral is a classic problem that often occurs in development planning. 

This should be avoided for optimization to have a significant impact on the welfare of the 

community. 

6. Conducting promotion of socio-cultural potential in the border areas of Nunukan and 

Malinau districts 

Promotion becomes a very important activity in the optimization of socio-cultural 

potential, without promotion it will be difficult to get maximum results. So far, promotion 

of socio-cultural products produced by the border area community of Nunukan and 

Malinau District has not been done massively, structured, and systematic. Promotion is 

still act by partial side at certain events or exhibitions only that are not continuosly, even 

have not reached the market outside Indonesia. 

Promotion in a variety of massive, structured, systematic, and continuous forms 

and types becomes absolutely necessary to obtain maximum benefit. Promotion must also 

reach potential customers abroad. Promotion can be done by participating in cultural 

festivals at home and abroad and can be done in the form of exhibits of superior products 

owned by Nunukan and Malinau District. 

The main responsibility of this promotion activity is the local government of 

Nunukan and Malinau districts, even the local government should be able to push 

towards the online trading system so that its economic benefits will be more quickly 

perceived by the border community. 

As a first step for the promotion and follow-up of the identification, inventory, 

and study potentials, the Regional Government in cooperation with the competent 

authorities can establish a kind of socio-cultural potential encyclopedia of border area 

communities in Nunukan and Malinau districts for then the making of brochure is used as 

material for promotion and attracting business partners. 

7. Utilizing advances in information technology 

In the era of globalization, free competition, borderless, and internet lifestyle, the 

utilization of information technology in various types and forms, is absolutely necessary 

in order to support the optimization of the social and cultural potential of border areas in 

Nunukan and Malinau districts. Therefore, it is the primary responsibility of the District 

Government of Nunukan and Malinau districts to provide these information technology 

facilities and infrastructure in order to be fully utilized by the parties concerned. 

Utilization of information technology is done in various levels from the planning 

stage to the stage of acceptance of the results, this utilization will take place continuously. 

As an example for a handicraft product that is produced, its marketing and trading media 

are no longer made manually but have been using the system or media in the network 

system (online), to make it faster, efficient, and effective. 

8. Involving people who live in border areas actively 

Last but not least, the participation of people who live in border areas is actively 

becoming a special requirement that should not be forgotten. The paradigm of, by, and 
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for the people of the border region should be undertaking from the basis of thought and 

attitude. The potential that comes from the community of border areas, perfoming by the 

people of the border area, and the results for the border area community, shall be 

restricted  from any parties outside the border area community who enjoy the 

optimization of this potential excessively. Originate from and returning to the welfare of 

the people of the border area. In addition, the role of local men should be boost up in 

order to preserve the culture and participate in building its territory to improve the living 

standard of the community. 

 

Conclusion 

 The limitation that have been surround the border area should be eroded systematically, 

the border region should be feasible as the front fence of Indonesia, as well as the life of its 

people, welfare becomes the main benchmark of the development of border areas. All efforts that 

have been done so far become the basic capital that must be maintained, however efforts to 

optimize the potential of social culture of border areas in Nunukan and Malinau districts as 

reviewed in this paper might be applied as an alternative ways to accelerate development in the 

border area which will ultimately have a significant impact on increasing the welfare of border 

area communities in Nunukan and Malinau districts. 
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